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RF PUREAII irLF.PKOFF CALL TO ATLANTA JULY TWO La'sT. 
RAYMOND CURTIS WAS INTfRVIEWrD AT WHITFIELD CO. JAIL 
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CURTIS IS CURRENTLY CONFINED 
1‘HITFIELD CO. JAIL A'a'AITING APPEAL ON LIFE SENTENCE FOR 
MLIPDER. CURTIS WAS ADVISED OF THE IDENTITY OF THE INTER- 
VIEl^INO AGENTS THROUGH DISPLAY OF CREDENTIALS. HE WAS 
furnished a RIC1:TS and waiver of rights FORM WHICH HE READ, 
INDICATED HE UNDERSTOOD, AND REFUSED TO SIGN. HE ADVISED 
ME KNEW HE- WAS ;BEING INTERVIEWED CONCERNING STATEMENTS hlf- 
MADE IN A LETTER HE HAD MAILED TO MR. SANDERS OF EBONY f' 
magazine. CUFTIS STATED HE WAS MERELY TRYING TO SELL A ’ ’ 

I STORY TO EBONY FOR APPPOXIHATFLf FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS To' 

/help his mother pay off a MORTGAGE ON HER HOME, WHICH SHE’ 
mortgaged to obtain ATTrP‘’FY FEES FOR HIS DEFENSE. AT 
first he STATED, WITH REFERENCE TO THESE STATEM^^Vs^ 

HE AND JAMES EARL RAY PULLED a' CRIME ' l n' V l FTYFOUR, WHICH 

WAS A PURGLARY IN JOLIET, ILL., IN OCT, OR NOV., FIFTYFOUR. 

AT THIS POINT IT WAS POINTED OUT TO CURTIS THAT CERTAIN 
END PAGE ONE - ^ HA f / 
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PAGE TWO 

STATEME^^T« MADE BY HIM IM HIS LETTER TO EBONY COULD POSSIP.LY 
If’VOLVE HIM IN A CONSPIRACY WITH RAY CCNCERMIHG THE KILLING 
OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jp. CURTIS CAT AGORICALLY DENIED THE 
FOLLOWING STATF.MEf!TS V!IICH WERE IN HIS LETTER TO E"ONY 
MAGAZINE; 

1. THAT HE AND JAMES EARL RAY PULLED A CRIME IN 
FIFTYFOUR. 

2. THAT RAY WANTED THE JOB OF KILLING KING. 

3. THAT HE AND RAY TALKED ABOUT KILLING KING FOR THREE 
YEAFF. 

A, THAT THEY TALKED TO THE MAN FROM MISSISSIPPI THAT 
KNEW ALL ABOUT THE KK DUSINESSMANS ASSOCIATION THAT WAS TO 
PUT UP THE MONEY TO KILL KING. 

5. THAT HE KNEW THE MEN FROM MISSISSIPPI. 

6. FOR THREE YEARS, THAT AND FAY HADE MAPS JUST TO 
FIND THE RIGHT PLACE TO KILL KING AND THAT HE HAD MADE THE 
MAPS OVER HIMSELF. 

7. HE AND PAY KNEW JUST WHERE. THEY WOULD GO AFTER THE 
KILLING OF KING. 

F. THAT HE WAS TO PE IN ON THE KILLING OF KING. 



END PAGE TWO 
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I PAGE THREE 

I: that there are ten in five states that are 

* BEHIND THE KING KILLING AND THAT DO NOT KNOW 'a'MAT HE KNOWS. 

\ during the interview, CUPTIS drew crude f'APS RETTING 

i'- OUT HOW HE thought PAY WOULD FTALK KING. THIS HAP SHOWED 
THE FOLLOWING TOWNS WHERE HE SAID KING MADE MOST OF HIS 

k 

SPEECHES: ATLANTA, LITTLE PfiCK, BIRMINGHAM, MC3ILE, SELMA, 

^ _ JACKSON, VICKSDURGS, MISS., AND MARKS, MISS. HE FURTHER 

• POINTED OUT THERE WAR A MAN LIVING OK A HOUSEBOAT IN VICKSBURG 
ON THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER (WHOSE FIRST NAME HE KNEW PUT WOULD 

I 

■, NOT DIVULGE). THIS MAN WAS TO TAKE RAY DOWN THE RIVER 

ON HIS BOAT TO NEW ORLEANS AFTER THE KILLING. HE STATED IN 
THE PAST HE (CURTIS) HAD PULLED SEVERAL BURGLARY AND 
i ARMED ROBBERIES (HE WOULD NOT COMMENT ON PARTICULARS) 

, TOWNS ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND WHILE POLICE WERE 

iLOOKING FOR HIM ON THE HIGHWAY HE WOULD BE ON A BOAT DOWN 
[the MISSISSIPPI. he FURTHER STA-f£D HE HAD WRITTEN A STORY 
CO^CFRNING THE KING KILLING WHICH WAS CURRENTLY OUT BEING 
TYPED AND IT WAS THE STORY HE MENTIONED IN THE LETTER TO 
EBONY AND INTENDED TO SELL TO EBONY. 

END PAGE THREE 
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page four 

sheriff G. t. n«,LDIM. M, „„„ JS SHERIFF GF WHFIFUD 
CO.. 0,.. .RO OPERATES THE COURTY JAIL, ADVISED CURTIS 
H.D SERT RO LETTERS OR CCIPURICATIORS FROH THE JAIL VHICH 
vert over the jailers desk, he said CURTIS VCULD FRORARLV 
SERD ALL HAIL OUT VITH VISITORS ARD JAIL TRUSTFFS A.'D 

vould propaalv rot have peer opserved by her of his dept. 

II IF further POIRTED out that CURTIS- ATIOPMFY, FRVIR 
HITCHEI.L, former U.S. CORORESSMAR for the u'everth DISTRICT 

OF OA.. IS OF THE OPIRIOR THAI ROST OF QIIPTIS- COMMF„ts 
CORCERRIRG HIS KROWLEOGE OF RAY’S ASSASSIRATIOR OF KIRG 
«PE PURE FAFRICATIORS or THE FART OF CURIIS OR AS A RESULT 
I OF SOMETPIRG CURTIS HAS RR„ ,,, ^OCAL PAPEPS. 

approximately ore hour after the corclusior of the 

IRTERVIFH with CURTIS, HE SERI A ROTE TO SHERIFF G. I 

mauldir reoufsiirg to agair see ar fb, aoert, that'he’ 

ROW varied to tell the FRTIRE truth. CURTIS VAS AGAIR 
IRTERVIEVED by S.mmmma- «-■"> »0A,R FURMSHED 
A RIGRTS FORM WHICH HE REFUSED TO FIGR. HE THEN STATED 
that AFPAHERTLY IR HIS LEYIER TO EOORY HE USED THE WORK 

-WE- IRUKAIIRG THAI HE ARD JAMES EARL RAY HAD PLANRED THE 

KING WRDER WHICH WOUI D TMUni ur utm i h a « 

..ULLIJ INVOLVE HIM IH A COM.GYIRACY AND FOR 

END PAGE FOUR 
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PAGF FIVE 



THAT RFASOM HE DENIED THE STATEFiENTS If! LETTER TO EROHY. HE 
i THEM ADVISED HE HAD WRITTEN A STORY WHICH HE INTENDED TO 

SELL TO SOME MAGAZINE FOR THE PURPOSE OF ORTAIfllNG MONEY 
FOR HIS MOTHER WHICH STORY WAS STILL IN HIS POSSERSIOm AMD 
WHICH HE HAD MOT YET SFMT CUT TO BE TYPED. HE ALLOWED SA HENRY 
TO READ THIS APPROXIMATELY TWENTY PAGE STORY, HANDWRITTEN, 

ONE PAGF AT A. TIME. HE DECLARED THIS STORY WAS TRUE. THE FIRST 
FIVE OR SIX PAGES OF THIS STORY MERELY SET OUT HIS EARLY 
LIFE IH CRIME AND THE PRISON SENTENCES HE HAD SERVED AS 
A RESULT OF THESE CRIMES FROM THE AGE OF FIFTEEN. THE 
REMAINDER OF THE STORY IS THE SAME AS WAS SET FORTH IN THE 
ORIGINAL INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS IN APRIL, SIXTYEICHT CONCERNING 
HIS knowledge and ASSOCIATION WITH FAY. THIS STORY DOES 
REFLECT THAT HE FIRST PFCAME ASSOCIATED WITH RAY IN FIrTYFOUR 
WHEN THEY PULLED A PAYROLL HEIST IN GUIMCY, ILL., WITH A 
THIRD INDIVIDUAL. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, HE LOST CONTACT WITH 
RAY WHEN HE AND THIS THIRD INDIVIDUAL WERE CAUGHT IN A FIFTY- 
SIX THOUSAND DOLLAR RANK ROBBERY AT SOUTHWEST CITY, MO. 

L 

AFTER THAT HE AGAIN BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH PAY IN PRISON 7 

# 

AND WHILE IN PRISON THEY BOTH LEARNED OF THE DEATH OF 
END PAGF FIVE 
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PAGE SIX 

PRESIDPMT JCMii F. KEKf’EUY. RAY THEf] STATED IT SOUPDtD LIKE 
A BIG jnn Arc mf. vas always on the insidf or a prison when 

P,0 jn°S AFP BIG t*’ONFY PERF TO PE HAD*. 

SHORTLY AFTER THE DEATH OF JOHN F. KENNEDY, KAPTIN 
LUTHER KIf.’O, JP. , BECAME PROI'INEKT AND RAY STATED ON 
SEVERAL OCCASIONS THAT SOMEBODY WAS GOING TO KILL KING. 

THE STORY WENT ON TO REFLECT THAT DURING THIS PF.RinO A^' 






IN DIVID UAL CAME INTO THE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY AT/ 
JEFFERSON CITY FROM VICKSBURG, MISS., AND WHO, UPON LEARNING 
OF JAMES FAPL RAY’S FEELINGS TOWARD KILLING KING, ADVISED 
HIM OF THE KK PUSI MESSMEN ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH AND 
OF THE FACT THAT PEOPLE IN FIVE STATES WERE PUTTING UP 
MONEY FOR KING’S ASSASSINATION. THE STORY FURTHER POINTED 
OUT THAT RAY INFORMED HIM THAT HE INTENDED TO HAVE FVERY- 
THING SET WHEN HE KILLED KING AND THAT RAY, THROUGH MAPS, 
LEARNED Or KING’S MOVEMENTS SO HE COULD LATER STALK HIM 
TO THE POINT OF ASSASSINATION. THE STORY FURTHER POINTED 
OUT THAT PAY ADVISED HE WOULD LEAVE A FALSE GUN AND FAL‘?F 
TRAIL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE MURDER. RAY WAS SUPPOSED TO 
END PAGE SIX 
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PAGE SEVEN 

GO TO VICKSBURG FOLLOU'IUG THE MURDER, CONTACT THE MAN 

FROM VICKSBURG, MISS., WHO HAD THE HOUSEBOAT, AND THIS 

MAN WAS TO TAKE HIM EITHER TO NEW OFLEAfS OR CANADA VIA 

THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

V 

AT THE COfCLUSION OF THE INTERVIEW, CURTIS STATED 
HE WOULDNOT TESTIFY TO ANY OF THE ABOVE. HE DID 
ADVISE IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE THAT THE NAME OP THE 
INDIVIDUAL ON THE HOUSEBOAT IN VICKSBURG, MISS., WAS 
(FNU) WILLETT, ALGO KNOWN AS MISSISSIPPI WHO SERVED 
TIME IN THE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY. 

THE STORY ALSO MENTIONED A MAN FROM NEW ORLEANS 
I WHO COULD OBTAIN ANY KIND OF IDENTIFICATION AND CURTIS 
j LATER IDENTIFIED THIS MAN AS JOE COIN, WHICH INFORMATION 
I MAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN SET OUT IK AN INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS. 
THROUGHOUT THE INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS, AND WHILE READING 
CURTIS* STORv, HE COMTILMIFD TO EMPHASIZE THE FACT THAT HE 
WOULD NOT TESTIFY AGAINST RAY AS HE FEARED FOR HIS LIFE. 

HE INDICATED THAT ANY STATE PRISO^ HE WAS SENT TO WOULD 
PROBABLY HAVE INDIVIDUALS WHO WOULD KILL HIM AS A RESULT 
OF PREVIOUS INFORMATION HE FURNISHED THE PRESS AND TV MEDIA 
AND IT IS FELT HE WAS USING THIS AS AN EXCUSE AS TO WHY HE 
END PAGE SEVEN 




PAGE FIGHT 

DID NOT VANT TO BE GENT TO A STATE PRISON ON HIS CIJUnENT 
LIFE SENTENCE. HE STATED HE WOULD HOT ALLOW HIS STORY TO 
BE XEROXED NOR WOULD HE WRITE IT OVER AGAIN OR ALLOW THE 
PAGES TO LEAVE HIS CELL. HE DID STATE HE WOULD TRANSCRIBE 
HIS STORY OVER A DICTATING MACHINE AND WOULD REDRAW CERTAIN 
MAPS HE PRODUCED FOR HIS STORY, 

HE THEN PRESENTED CRUDE SKETCHES OE THE FED. PENITENTIARY 
AT LEVENWORTH, THE MISSOURI STATE PEN, J >’ ADDITION TO THE 
ABOVE MENTIONED MAP COMCERNING THE TOWNS WHERE KING MADE 
NUMEROUS SPEECHES. 

UACB, CURTIS WILL PE ALLOWED TO DICTATE HIS STORY OK A 
Dir'TATING MACHINE IN THE PRESENCE OF SA 

DUE TO THE UNRFLI ARILITY OF CURTIS, NO LEAD FOR AN- 
EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION IS BEING SET FORTH FOR JACKSON 
IN CONNECTION WITH IDENTIFYING (FNU) WILLETT, AKA MISSISSIPPI 
UACB. 

END 
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